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TotalGuide | Maldives

Anantara Dhigu Niyama Private Islands
Wha'll lowe it: Pick 'n" mibers. You're Who'll love it- Smartmiddle-youthers
paying a bargain basic rate here, but you who want value formoney evenwhen
C g every —or | they'redroppingfourgrandaweek
not — as youwish. — the good looks on display here are
meore Boden thanbling.
Why? Dhiguis linked tots two sister
hotels, Velland Naladhi, by atwo- Why? Athoughtful arangement sees
minute shuttle boat. Naladhuis the the resort split across twoislands: Chill,
poshest, followed by Vell, then Dhigu, for those seeking spas and serenity; and
but aren‘trestric it Play, forthose more action (f
ownisland, 5o canmix andmatch only for their kids). Thatmeans way more
theirmeals, pool scenes, bars and s onoffer than you'd expect at this price
beaches at ost). —fromlocalisland tours
Meanwhile, the bog standard’ Dhigu tokite-surfing and water-powered

experience is more than satisfactory: jetpacks — and you don'thave to break
amere 35-minute speedboat fromthe out the bitcoins to enjoy it all: there are

airporL, it'swell spaced out, with villas lots of ways to enjoy it free or cheap

that are lighter, larger and alrier than (a cute little deli, for instance, combined

many pricier Maldivianplaces. with the resort's cool complimentary
beach bags and many potential plcnic

What else? The main pool — sunset- spots means brilliant bargainlunches),

facing, and flecked with little fibre-optic

lights like underwater stars —isareal What else? Standout features include

memory-maker, and the restaurants asurf school. 2 brilliant kids' club, acool

andbars around it are g L | modem forguestrooms.

attract the nobs fromMNaladhu. | and water where
widescreen windows give jaw-flooring

Whowon'tlove it: Those who want close-ups of the Blue Plonetcast.

toforget aboutmoney for afortnight

T side of being pg

eyeonyour spending.

Travel's tip: Don‘tbe ‘upsold’ to Veli If | reachablebyboat, that sub-aquaone ).

you're travelling as acouple, yournight |
be toldit's more appropriate for you, as | Troverstip:Don‘tbotherwiththe

children are banned there. But Dhigu | overwatervillas here. There's notmuch
never getstoo kid-crowded, andthe | snorkelling off them, the views from
beaches and overwater villas are | thatside of theislandareless appealing
better on(cheaper) Dhigu anyway. — and they're pricier.

££ Western & Orientol (020 3588 6130, E£EF Abercrombie & Kent (01242

week from 547701, abercromblekent co.uk} has
£2,095pp, holf board; dhigu-maidives. oweek from £4,165pp, holf boord:
anantang.com. niyoma.com. =
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~ turtle. There

W!Iﬂllu-:. tand
really dl b Laurahavebeen runningthe resort
fromnaoisy younger guests. wlnclsurflng bulvou'vegotnmhing slnmimuenedinzo‘!dandl"éaﬂv-?
fserenity.  dellver dservice,
Why? This is your classice And nokids'c derfs : _ -
Island: nothing f arenot allowed. Who won'tloveit: Spalovers. The =
p p wide fi L
ribbon of ridiculoust: You What else? Inthe absence of tennis treatment menufeatures the brish -

canwalk around the entirelsland in
10 minutes, There are just 30 suites,
all whitewashed walls, mid-century
cream leather furniture, bleached
woods and lovely touches suchas
GoPro HEROS cameras and iPads.

courts and yoga classes, the fortfs s
firmly onfood, with five restaurant
options funusual for suchasmall
resort), so gofull-board to getyour
money’s worth. The laid-back all-day

seaweedrange Voya, anoddchoice i -
forthelndian Ocean. s

Travel'stip: Avold the beachvillas on
the eastern tipif you want maximum

Marketis beachfront P tfor

The Ocean Pool Villa pressive
lass-box bathrooms. Openthe
[full-length sliding window for a sunset
[soak inyour'dinosaur-half-egg' shaped
path — these come with almost
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alazybreakfast. Abovet, the deck

of Olive serves pastaand side orders
of ocean panoramas, and there's the
drama of teppanyokiat alfresco Banzai,
Evenat full occupancy. yourarely see

bronzing — the sung
3.30pm andthere's no main pool.

Kuoni (01306 747008, kuonlco.uk)
hasaweek from £2,999pp, full board,
with transfers; kandolfw.com.
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Newlyweds, newborns, even Nana — read on for paradise islands to suit everybody

Going
soloinaseaof soppy
couples — one single
traveller's story

Heaven
orhell? What'sit
really like to visit the
Maldives with kids?

Howto
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